
FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’, EMBERTON – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held Wednesday 26 April 2017 

7.30pm, All Saints’ Church, Emberton 

Present: Mike Horton (Chairman) Alan Bretherton (Treasurer & Trustee) 

Rosemary Towers (Vice-Chairman) Janet Gamlen  

Caroline Ellis (Membership Secretary & Trustee) Anita Jamieson 

Sheila Watts (Secretary & Trustee) Nick Turnbull (Trustee) 

(Plus approximately 20 members)  

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Louise Cook, Penny Moore, George & Hilary Proud, Peter Sweet, and 
Sheila Ware. 

 
2. MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 15 APRIL 2016 

The minutes were accepted as a correct record without amendment, and were signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record.  Proposed by Janet Gamlen, seconded by Nick Turnbull. 
 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Mike Horton reported that the last year had been very successful for FOAS, with an increased 
membership of over 200 due to a targeted membership drive.  The fundraising events – Bangers & 
Band, Summer Exhibition, and a Quiz – had been very well supported.  Most recently the Lent Lunches 
had again proved popular.  FOAS has been pleased to be able to pledge £20,000 towards the new 
Church heating system.  The Chairman expressed grateful thanks to Caroline Ellis, who was the major 
driving force behind the success of the Charity.  A copy of the Chairman’s report is attached to these 
minutes. 
 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer, Alan Bretherton, had previously circulated the accounts for the period 1st April 2016 to 
31 March 2017, which indicated a bank balance of £28,011.01.  The financially successful year had 
been made possible by an increased membership, successful events such as the FOAS Summer 
Exhibition, and the reclaiming of Gift Aid for the last four years.   
 
A resolution was passed to change the wording of FOAS Constitution item 13, so that the accounting 
period of the Charity coincides with the tax year.  Proposed by Caroline Ellis, seconded by Anita 
Jamieson, and agreed by all present that Constitution item 13 should read: 
 
“The financial year of the society shall end on 5th April in each calendar year and the accounts of the 
society shall be balanced on that day.” 
 

5. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
Mr Peter Blenkinsop, the Auditor since the Charity was formed, had moved away from the area.  The 
Committee recommended that Martyn Pellew of Gayhurst be appointed Auditor for a period of one 
year.  Proposed by Rosemary Towers, seconded by Nick Bretherton, and agreed by all present.   
 

6. APPOINTMENT OF CHARITY TRUSTEES 
The following Trustees were appointed for a period of one year: 

Alan Bretherton (Honorary Treasurer) 
Caroline Ellis (Membership Secretary) 
Sheila Watts (Honorary Secretary) 
Nick Turnbull 

Proposed by Janet Gamlen, seconded by Anita Jamieson, and agreed by all present. 



 
7. APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The following members of the Executive Committee were appointed for a period of one year: 
Mike Horton (Chairman) 
Rosemary Towers (Vice-Chairman) 
Janet Gamlen 
Anita Jamieson 

Proposed by Nick Turnbull, seconded by Liz Dench, and agreed by all present. 
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

• Revd Richard Caddell expressed the appreciation of the Parochial Church Council for the work of the 
Friends’ over the past year. 

• Sheila Watts reported that FOAS now had their own web page on the Parish Council website.  
Statistics revealed that it was now showing increased usage, particularly for information on the 
Summer Exhibition.     

• The next fundraising event is a Curry Lunch on Sunday 25 June in a marquee on the Playing Field.  
Caroline Ellis indicated that offers to make curry, and assistance on the day, would be welcome.     

• Arrangements for the second Summer Exhibition were well underway, with much interest due to 
successful advertising.  Volunteers to assist in any capacity will be very welcome.  On the Sunday of 
the Exhibition weekend the PCC will arrange a BBQ lunch, and it is hoped to make the Sunday a 
‘family day’.   

There being no further business, the meeting was closed.   

 

Warwick Clarke, All Saints’ Project Manager, gave a presentation on the plans to install a new Church 
heating system, hopefully later in the year.  The Oxford Diocesan Advisory Committee were currently 
considering an application from All Saints’ PCC to install Christopher Dunphy Ecclesiastical’s new 
electrical EcoMiser system. 

 

 



FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016/2017 

 

This has been the most successful year so far for this organisation.   
A targeted membership drive has increased our membership from 
about 160 to 200 members from all over the world, with a consequent increase in income. 

A very successful Quiz Evening was held in the Institute in February.   

In June, the ‘Bangers and Band’ concert and barbecue was again a very popular event that we 
hope to repeat in 2018. 

The Art Exhibition in July exceeded all expectations and we are almost overwhelmed by the 
number of artists wishing to exhibit this year.  It was planned to make this a biennial event after 
this year, but in view of the demand we may need to re-think this plan.  A group of artists has 
been meeting regularly at West lane House in preparation for the event and would welcome 
the opportunity of one or two sessions in the Church itself once the weather is warmer. 

Lent Lunches were an experiment last year but one that worked well and this year £400 has 
been raised for Food Bank.  When the new heating is installed it would be nice to bring some of 
the more house-bound parishioners up to the lunches.  Meanwhile lunches will continue on the 
first Thursday of every month, work on the heating permitting, starting in May, but the cause 
may vary from month to month. 

We had agreed to devote the bulk of our funds to making a worthwhile contribution to the 
proposed improvements to the heating system, and we have so far pledged £20,000 towards 
this project – a commitment we can already meet in full. 

Wherever possible we try to hold our fund raising activities in the Church to demonstrate the 
variety of activities the new facilities make possible:- 

The AGM later this month, and the Art Exhibition in July are good illustrations of this policy. 

The Curry Lunch in June has to be on the playing field, as that is where the marquee we have 
been offered is situated. 

While not strictly a church organisation we do try to cooperate with and respond to any 
requests of the PCC. 
 

Michael Horton 
Chairman 


